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In any case, it would be only on a perfectly wind-
less night that it would be at all likely. And
perfectly windless nights are usually extremely cold
nights. So that if a man escaped death from the
wind he might perish from the cold. Later ex-
perience showed that even inside a tent the wind
and cold were almost unbearable.
On May 16th Camp III was reinforced by the
arrival of Strutt, Morshead, Norton, and Crawford,
and a large convoy of stores. May was now half
over. The three weeks in which alone in all
the year the mountain is vulnerable had arrived.
And the party were further incited to immediate
action by what Mallory reported he had seen
on the 16th from the Rapiu La. Looking down
into the Kama Valley he had seen that " the
clouds boiling up in that vast and terrible cauldron
were not gleaming white but sadly grey." Trouble
was in store, he concluded. The monsoon was
at hand. They must race against it; and make
for the summit while yet they could.
Accordingly, on the next morning, May 17th,
without waiting a day longer, Strutt, Mallory,
Somervell, Norton, and Morshead with the porters
(each carrying from 25 to 30 Ib.) set out for the
North Col, while Crawford, who was ill, had to
return to the Base. On the slope up there was
no wind and the party even felt the heat and glare
of the morning sun beating direct on them. But
Mallory and Somervell felt the altitude less than
on their first ascent. They were becoming accli-